
The Story: The Fort Lauderdale Swap Meet is the biggest flea market in Florida. With 
over a thousand stands, an arcade and a parking lot carnival, it’s like a little city. And for 
the Flicker Family it’s their home away from home. Along with her brother Jones, 
Sweeney Flicker spends every Saturday and Sunday at the Swap, wheeling and dealing 
her way into and out of trouble.     
 

FLEA FLICKERS: SWEENEY FLICKER 
 

 
Having practically grown up in the flea market, 9-year-old Sweeney is a born hustler. 
Sweeney can spot an angle no one else sees and come up with deals no one else would 
think of. Sweeney is not a genius or anything. But having practically grown up in the Flea 
Market watching the dealers get customers to buy stuff, she’s absorbed a master class 
on how to read people and say the right thing to get them to do what you want. Like 
Maebe from Arrested Development, Sweeney can turn up the cuteness or suddenly be 
all business, depending on what works.  

Sweeney is also a bit a bit like Addie from Paper Moon - a pint sized hustler who really 
knows how to get stuff done. Like Addie, Sweeney is usually so large and in charge you 
can sometimes forget she’s just a 9-year-old.  

Sweeney knows she’s an amazing hustler. But she’s still trying to figure out if she is 
going to be sly, cunning, and cutthroat like most of the other Flea Market dealers, or is 
she going to be more like her Pop, honest to a fault?  
 



1. SWEENEY 

FROM SUPER SWEET TO ALL BUSINESS: Sir, I made a teensy boo-boo and 
sold you that bird by mistake. Can I have it back, please? (When that doesn’t 
work, she is suddenly all business) Ok, look, I didn’t know the bird belonged 
to a former spy who is going to strangle me with a cheese cutter if I don’t get 
it back. So let’s cut to the chase. How much is it gonna cost me?  
 

2. SWEENEY 

SPINNING: Is that what you think happened? Oh, no no no no, Mom, you got 
it all wrong. I didn’t lose our cat. I sold it. Accidentally. (then apologizing) 
Look, I know this doesn’t make up for what I did but I just want you to know 
– I got a great price. Like, really great! Like unbelievably- (catches self) But 
that’s not the point. I promise you we’re gonna get Mr. Sweet Nibs back!  
 

3. SWEENEY 

GIVING BUSINESS ADVICE: Pop, if you don’t have something people want to 
buy, you at least gotta tell them something they want to hear. So maybe 
next time, don’t mention the lemonade you’re selling is actually 95% moose 
jelly.  

4. SWEENEY 

BUTTERING UP/ THEN FAST TALKING BAMBOOZLING: Ooh, you’ve got some 
nice rubber ducks here. 10 dollars each? That’s a good price. These two look 
like brothers. I’ll take em both! (bamboozling) I mean if I left one of the 
brothers behind it would get sad, and no one wants a sad duck, so actually 
I’d be doing you a favor taking that duck no one wants off your hands, so I 
think it’s only fair you give me that one for half price. So that’s $5 for the 
one, which adds up to 10 dollars for the two. (then, all smiles) We got a 
deal?   

5. SWEENEY 

VULNERABLE: (to Pop) When I told mom I was going to get her the best 
present ever, you told her it was money in the bank-  “When Sweeney says 
she’s got it, she’s got it!” Well, I don’t got it. I made a promise I couldn't 
keep. And now I’m going to let mom down. On her birthday!   


